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Oct. 15: Approximately 50 Mapuches belonging to the Consejo de Todas las Tierras (All Lands
Council) occupied the Santa Clara estate owned by the Millalemu lumber company near Lumaco,
in the Temuco region. Fourteen Mapuche leaders and agricultural workers were arrested. The
six major Mapuche organizations announced support for the governmental Special Indigenous
Peoples Commission, which is headed by a Mapuche tribe member. The organizations are AdMapu, affiliated with the Communist Party; Nehuen Mapu, affiliated with the Christian Democrats;
Choil Folilche, associated with the Party for Democracy; Callfulican, affiliated with the Land and
Identity Party; Centro Cultural, an splinter group of Ad-Mapu; and, the Socialist Party affiliate
Lautaro 'i Ailla Rehue. The special commission is coordinating participation of all ethnic minorities
(Ayamaras, Collas, Atacamenos, Rapanui, Mapuches, Kawashkar and Yamanas) in the drafting
of new legislation on rights for the nation's indigenous populations. Leaders of the six Mapuche
organizations publicly expressed opposition to land occupations by tribe members, and accused
the Consejo de Todas las Tierras of "acting irresponsibly and taking sensationalist actions harmful
to the indigenous movement that play into the hands of the right by giving them the excuse to
reject the new indigenous legislation." Consejo spokesperson Aucan Huilcaman responded to
the above statement as follows: "These leaders are assimilated with the government and political
parties that wish to split the Mapuche movement...We are neither of the extreme left nor of the
extreme right. We represent 350 communities who reject the new indigenous law, and who have
submitted an alternative to President [Patricio] Aylwin." Huilcaman described the Consejo as
the "ideological maturation of the Mapuche people, a response to the structural and ideological
colonialism of the Chilean and Latin American States, and favoring the recognition of the Mapuche
Nation within the Chilean State." Land occupations, said Huilcaman, will continue as a means of
pressuring the government into creating a commission representing the "government, usurpers, and
Mapuches" to resolve the territorial disputes. Oct. 16: Christian Democrat Party Deputy Francisco
Huenchumilla told reporters that most of the indigenous organizations participating in the Special
Indigenous Peoples Commission oppose the recent land occupations. He added that the Communist
Party is not behind the occupations. Oct. 18: Huilcaman said repossession of numerous land plots
will take place unless the government creates a special commission to resolve the most urgent
land ownership conflicts within the next five to six months. He added that the deadline is not
an ultimatum, but rather an invitiation to negotiations: "I am requesting talks. If this approach
does not work, then there will be thousands of occupations." Oct. 21: In Temuco, 22 Mapuche
women occupied a cathedral for six hours to protest the arrest of 14 indigenous persons accused
of illegal land occupation. Oct. 23: Thirteen Mapuche leaders arrested recently during an attempt
to occupy the Santa Clara estate in Temuco department were indicted for "usurpation" of lands.
Oct. 24: An estimated 700 Mapuches participated in a demonstration organized by the Consejo de
Todas las Tierras. The group plans to submit a proposal to the government for the creation of an
autonomous territory in southern Chile. Oct. 26: The Consejo de Todas las Tierras announced that
land occupations will be suspended for the next five months in order to give the government time
to respond to Mapuche proposals. [Sources: Spanish news service EFE, 10/21/91; La Nacion (Chile),
10/23/91, 10/24/91; El Mercurio (Chile), 10/15-18/91, 10/23/91, 10/24/91, 10/26/91]
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